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SAFER, FRIENDLIER ROADS

START WITH YOU.

Tak Hiemstra, IMPERIAL’s executive director for strategic development, shared 

the background to the campaign: “The essence of the campaign is that road 

safety starts with every one of us.  As a group, we started with ourselves by 

encouraging our employees to personally pledge their commitment to better 

behaviour on the roads.  It made a real difference in our attitudes.  We are 

now driving a campaign to the South African public to change their behaviour 

as well.” 

Hiemstra added, “We want to thank each and every employee for taking 

the I-Pledge and committing to make a tangible and worthwhile difference 

on South Africa’s roads. IMPERIAL is committing significant resources to the  

I-Pledge campaign and received overwhelming support from employees across 

our 145 companies. Our employees have united behind a common cause and 

shown that we are an organisation that really cares. Since the employee 

launch in July we achieved the fantastic milestone of over 26,000 pledges.”

“SINCE THE EMPLOYEE LAUNCH IN JULY WE ACHIEVED THE 
FANTASTIC MILESTONE OF OVER 26,000 PLEDGES.”

IMPERIAL publicly pledges 
to make South Africa’s roads 
safer and friendlier
At a buzzing breakfast gathering on Tuesday 8 November, IMPERIAL Holdings launched 

its I-Pledge road safety campaign to over 100 guests including media, government, 

transport and road safety stakeholders in Sandton. A high level delegation of panellists 

presented and debated their views of road safety, followed by a keynote address by 

the Minister of Transport Dr Sibusiso Ndebele. Well-known talk show host and presenter  

Kieno Kammies, who is passionate about making our roads safer, hosted the proceedings.
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Panel discussion further highlights 
the need for collaboration
Facilitated by Talk Radio 702 and 567 Cape Talk presenter, Kieno Kammies, 

the I-Pledge panel discussion invited the inputs of Dr Lawrence Barit (crimi-

nologist and road safety expert); Dave Johnston (driver training instructor); 

July Msiza (first deputy president of the South African National Taxi Council); 

Collins Letsoalo (acting CEO for the Road Traffic Management Corporation); 

and Andy Visser (PR and communications manager of N3 Toll Concession 

and a steering committee member of Women in Road Safety); and Rev. 

Themba Vundla (chief director for Road Safety for the national Department 

of Transport).

The panel discussed what they thought should be the chief focus of both the 

public and private sector in combating road accidents and incidents:  

•	 Dr	Barit	said	we	should	avoid	taking	any	drugs	and	alcohol	when	driving.	Even	prescribed	drugs	can	have	a	big	impact	on	our	ability	to	be		

 fully aware of our surroundings while using roads.

•	 Johnston	 suggested	we	 need	 to	 get	 back	 to	 basics	 and	 learn	 as	much	 as	 possible	 about	 safely	 using	 our	 roads,	 e.g.	 keeping	 a	 safe	 

 following distance depending on the condition of the road; more time is required to brake on a wet road. We should also reduce speed at  

 night because we may not see far enough to stop on time.

•	 Msiza	noted	that	SANTACO	has	a	driver	training	academy	where	taxi	drivers	are	able	to	use	a	simulator	to	drive	under	difficult	conditions.	 

 The next step is to also educate taxi commuters on road safety issues, e.g. to understand that a taxi should not just stop anywhere on the  

 road therefore commuters should hail a taxi from a safe spot where the taxi can pull off the road such as a bus stop.

•	 Letsoalo	 highlighted	 that	 road	 users	 should	 obey	 the	 rules	 of	 the	 road	 and	 the	 I-Pledge	 campaign	will	 greatly	 help	 in	making	 each	 

 one of us responsible, safe and courteous drivers, e.g. it is very dangerous to try to always go through a yellow traffic light.

•	 Visser	added	it	would	be	a	good	opportunity	to	partner	with	all	stakeholders	and	the	N3	Toll	Concession	to	gauge	the	impact	of	the	 

 I-Pledge campaign on reducing road accidents and incidents on the N3 highway. 

•	 Rev.	Vundla	said	government’s	efforts	will	be	focused	on	the	Decade	of	Action	2011-2020	which	seeks	to	stabilise	and	then	reduce	the	 

 level of road traffic fatalities around the world by 2020. He added that private sector companies must emphasize road safety awareness  

 to employees. 

A number of other issues were raised:

•	 Changing	 our	 behaviour	 on	 the	 road	 is	 very	 important	 in	 contributing	 to	 safer	 and	 friendlier	 roads.	 These	 behaviours	 include	 

 texting and using cell phones while driving, not being visible as pedestrians, cyclists or motorcyclists, reckless overtaking,  

 road rage, drinking and driving, not maintaining safe and correct following distances; not forgetting the ‘softer’ issues such  

 courtesy, consideration towards others, giving way to pedestrians, paying attention to everything around you when on the  

 road, etc.

•	 We	must	all	obey	the	rules	of	the	road

•	 We	should	act	honourably	to	prevent	practices	of	bribery	and	corruption	when	dealing	with	law	enforcement	officers.		

•	 Some	of	 the	good	and	positive	habits	 that	we	can	embrace,	e.g.	pulling	aside	 to	 let	a	 faster	driver	go	past	 (keep	 left,	pass	 right);	 

 thanking people with a headlight flash when they give way; being visible on the roads (reflective vests, driving with our head 

 lights on, even during the day)
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Addressing the issue of road 
safety together
Speaking at the launch of the I-Pledge campaign Trans-
port Minister Sibusiso Ndebele said that the Department of 
Transport is proud to partner with IMPERIAL and the I-Pledge 
campaign. IMPERIAL Holdings has taken an important step 
towards helping change the attitude that government alone 
must stop the carnage on our roads. 

He added that world-wide, road safety campaigns will  
succeed when all road users change their attitude. Road 
crashes kill over 14,000 people every year in South Africa, 
over 1,000 every month and more than 40 people every day, 
while leaving scores injured. This carnage costs our economy 
more than R60 billion per annum. Globally, road crashes  
account for 1.3 million deaths each year.

The efforts of IMPERIAL now gives impetus to the global Decade of Action for 
Road Safety 2011-2020, which seeks to stabilize and then reduce the level of 
road traffic fatalities around the world by 2020. Therefore road safety is much 
more than the responsibility of road safety agencies. He added that IMPERIAL 
represents the broadening of the movement for road safety and road safety is 
our collective responsibility as society in all spheres of life. 

IMPERIAL is proud to be a  
Friend of the Decade of Action  
for Road Safety 2011-2020. 
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How to take the I-Pledge 
•	 You	can	still	take	the	I-Pledge	by	visiting	the	IMPERIAL	intranet	 
 site: ipledge.imperial.co.za (no www).

•	 Spread	the	I-Pledge	message	for	safe,	friendlier	roads	and	ask	 
 family, friends and neighbours to visit www.ipledge.co.za, the 
 new website for the public.

Look out for the billboard advertising campaign and listen out 
for the radio adverts. Keep updated by following @IPledgeZA on 
Twitter and ‘liking’ the I-Pledge group on Facebook.

Mr Tak Hiemstra and Minister Ndebele

Ms Thandi Moya, director for road safety,  
shares the aims of the Decade of Action
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Philip du Preez, National Airways Corporation, 
Charter Manager and Freelance 

Motoring Journalist

I-Pledge to drive within the speed limit. Philip’s tip is for 

drivers to be more aware of their speed. He believes that 

if they could know how many metres it takes to stop 

when travelling at high speed, even with modern day car 

safety systems, such as ABS, EBD and more, they would 

reconsider speeding.

Musa Masangu, 
Europcar Rental Agent

- Mbabane Branch 
Musa has a fantastic tip to 

keep you safe and highlights 

the importance of aware-

ness on the road. Musa says that you should “try 

to drive three cars at once (yours, the one ahead 

of you and the one behind you)”. This means you 

are	ALWAYS	aware	of	what	is	happening	around	you,	

and ready to react.  

Lazarus Mohlala, Tanker 
Services (Fuel & Gas), 

Driver Trainer 

Lazarus joined the I-Pledge 

movement on 2 August using 

his cellphone. He thinks that 

every South African must take the pledge so that 

IMPERIAL can lead the way to safety on South 

Africa’s roads.

Lucky Kolobe , Specialised Freight Division

I-Pledge to be more accommodating to other road users and promoting road safety. Lucky Kolobe took his I-Pledge during the 

launch of our exciting movement on 18 July 2011 using his cellphone. He has been living the I-Pledge ever since!

Desmond Bender, Warehouse Supervisor for 

IMPERIAL Cargo Solutions 
Desmond is a true champion for the cause, taking up the 

I-Pledge the minute he received the email about the 

initiative. He ensured that all his staff took the I-Pledge and 

is encouraging others to get involved in this journey to make 

our roads safer. Desmond would like to inspire all South 

Africans to make our roads safer by setting a good example 

and living the I-Pledge.

IMPERIAL EMPLOYEES MAKING A DIFFERENCE
The I-Pledge slogan ‘safer, friendlier roads start with you’ aims to make a difference by encouraging people 
to look at their own behaviours and bad habits on the roads. IMPERIAL launched the campaign’s internally and 
within FOUR months, 25,500 employees had made a personal commitment to be better road users. We share 
some of their stories.
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